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THE FOUNDING OF "BARCROFT", ESTABLISHMENT OF
“"THE BARCROFT SCHOOL", ERECTION OF THE BUILDING,
AND FOUNDING OF THE "BARCROFT SCHOOL AND CIVIC
LEAGUE".

The "History of the Barcroft School and Civic League" by
Charlotte Maupin Manning, September 1973, is an excellent

and well-written record, carefully prepared with the use of
recorded Deeds and records of The Barcroft School and Civie
League. It is noted, however, that incorporation was made

of earlier unauthenticated items which vary from actual facts.

These notes are prompted by an effort to determine the actual
age of the building, known as the "Barcroft Community House",
and the period in Arlington County History when it was "The
Barcroft School", and the founding of "The Barcroft School
and Civic League",

Segments of Barcroft history have been written in varying forms
by a number of people. Many have been prepared from memories
or recollections without benefit of appropriate aids as refer-
ences. The result of human error in such instances is great.
Histories written in later years and using these "memories”
continue to carry forward errors in dates, names and events
which distort the true history.

" An article published in "The Sun" Newspaper, June 29, 1959,
*Mrs. Payne is Arlington Club's Woman of the Year", contains
family information, presumably from available records, regard-
ing the arrival and, later, the permanent residence of the
Bridges and Payne families in Arlington. From this, we
learn that the Bridges family first rented a house near Bar-
croft in 1905 to get out of the heat of the city. (It is
known from other records that this was a small house near
Bailey's Crossroad, on Columbia Pike.)Louise Bridges, accord-
ing to the article, educated in Georgetown and D, C. Schools,
later was a teacher in Chevy Chase. She took an active in-
terest in the Suffragette Movement led by Mrs. Carrie Chapman
Catt in 1913.

Records of Alexandria County show that a deed was recorded in
1907 of the purchase by M. M. Bridges of Lots in Block E,
Barcroft from Mrs. Abbie Fox. (These lots on Arlington Avenue
between Fairfax Street and Glen Avenue, remained unimproved
for some 20 years, until sold.) When the Six-Acre tract known
as "Woodmeade", North of the boundary of “Cedar Hill" was
purchased from its owners, Charles and Lisette Kolb, about
1913, Milton and Louise Bridges Payne, and her mother, Mrs.
Bridges, took up residence there together.



Mrs. Payne was an active member of the Arlington Women's

Club and chaired many of its committees. In this she partici-
pated in the éstablishment of a Branch Library at Columbia.
She had a lively interest in horticulture, winning many prizes
for the beautiful flowers raised on her home grounds. She
also supported plans for the building of the Clubhouse in
Barcroft, a priority of the Club since its inception about
1930.

As far as is known, neither Louise Bridges nor her son, Leverett,

attended school in the 0ld or new buildingsat Barcroft. Nor is
it known that the Bridges or Milton Paynes were members of the
"Barcroft School and Civic League“. Their son, Leverett, and
his wife, have been members, and in the 1960's-70's took an
active interest in it.

In the "History of Barcroft School”, compiled by Mrs. Milton
Barcroft Payne (Louise Bridges Payne) in 1940, Mrs. Payne
performed a valuable service to the community by presenting
her recollections and those of others in the area, as told

to her. However, a study of the records of the Alexandria
County School Board from 1905 to 1925, and of Recorded Deeds

to properties sold in'Corbett"and Barcroft from 1890 to 1925
reveals discrepancies in dates, names, timing, and even reasons
for events that are important to the history of the Community.

Here, there is no intention to denigrate in any way, the im-
portance of articles which present stories of the Community
from memories since they offer invaluable clues for research..
This is an attempt, however, to correct some early statements
and impressions through presentation of research into Alexand-
ria/Arlington County Court and County School Board or other
organizational records. These notes present a chronological
record of the founding of Barcroft, the establishment of the
Barcroft School, and the founding of the Barcroft School and
Civic League. from authoritative sources. The period covered
ends with the discontinuance of the School held in The Communi-
ty House in June 1925.

The attached copy of research notes covers establishment of the
original Barcroft School in 1907, held in the home of Mrs. Amy
Fairfax, the first teacher. They further reveal the circum-
stances which led to rental from the Methodist Episcopal Church
of Barcroft by the Alexandria County School Board of the small,
new one-room building, now The Comminity House, Erected in
1908 as a Church, its use as The Barcroft School was continued
from that date for a period of Seventeen years.

It seems evident that The Barcroft School and Civic League was
founded in those early years. Following its Incorporation in

1914, The Barcroft School and Civic League purchased the Build-
ing and continued its rental for use as a School.

December 15, 1982 Mildred H. Ritchie
-2 - (Mrs. Don C. Ritchie)
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