
COMMENT"- FOR CHA RLOTTE M,ANNING ONLY
QISTRI.BUTION

T}IE FOUNDING OF "BA.RCEOFT', ESTABLISHII{ENT OF
"THE BARCROFT SCHOOI,", ERECTION OF THE BUILDING,
AND FOUNDING OF THE "BARCROFT SCHOOL AND CIVIC
LEAGUE" .

NOT FOR

The "History of the Barcroft School and Civic League" by
Charlotte Ulaupin Manning, September 1973, is an excellent
and well-written record, carLful-ly prepared with the use of
reeorded Deeds and records of The Bareroft School and Civie
Leaguel ft is notedr howeverr that incorporation vras made
of earller unauthenticated iteurs which vary fron actual factg.

These notes are prompted by an effort to deternine the actual
age of the building, known as the "Barcroft Courmunity House"l
and the period in Arlington County History when it was ,,the
Barcroft School", and the founding of "The Barcroft Schoo1
and Clvie League",

Segnents of Barcroft history have been written in varying forrns
by a nunber of peopre. Many have been prepared from nemories
or recollections without benefit of appugpgiate alds-as refer-
ences. The result of human emor in such instances is great.
Histories written in later years and using these "nemories"
continue to carry forr,vard errors in dates r DEp6s and events
rhich distort the true history.

!,n article published, in "The Sun" Newspaperr June 29, 1959,'Mrs. Payne is Arlingbon Clubrs Wonan of the Year", contains
lamily information, presunably from available recordsr regard-
ing thc arrival and, later, the perrnanent residence of the
Bridges and Payne fanil ies in Arlington. From thisr we
learn that the Bridges famlly first rented a house near Bar-
croft in 1905 to get out of the heat of the city. (It is
known fron other records that this ras a snall house near
Bai ley 's crossroad, on columbia Pike.)r . ,ouise Br idgesr &ccord-
ing to the art ic le,  educated in Georgetown and D. C, Schools,
later was a teacher in Chevy Chase. She took an active in-
terest in the suffragette Movenent led by Mrs. camie chapnan
Catt  in 1913.,

Reeords of Arexandria county show that a deed was recorded in
J-9O7 of the purchase by M. M. Bridges of Lots in Bloek E,
Barcroft fron Mrs' Abbie Fox. (These lots on Arlington Avenue
between Fairfax Street and Glen Avenue, remained uninproved
for some 2o years, unti l sord. ) when the six-Acre trict hnown
as "Woodmeade", North of the boundary of . 'Cedar Hi11.' was
purchased fron its owners, Charles and Lisette Kolb, about
L9L3, Milton and Louise Bridges Payne, and her mother, Mrs.
Bridgesr took up resid.enee there tbgether.

f



Mqs. Pa;me was an active menber of the Arlington Women's
club and chaired nqly of its conmittees. rn-this she partici-
p?teq i. tlrg bstablishnent of a Branch Library at coluibia.
she had a f. ivelrv_ interest in horticulture, winnlng Dany prizes
for the beautiful f lowers raised on her hone grounds. 

-she

algo supported plans for the building of the dlubhouse in
Barcroft, a priority of the club since its inception about
1930.

As far as is known, neither Louise Bridges nor her son, Leverett,
attended school in the old or new buildingsat Barcroft. Nor is
it known that the Bridges or Milton Payne- were members of the
"Barcroft schoor and civic League'. Their BoDr Leverett, and
his wi fe,  have been rrenbers,  and in the r960rs-f0 's took an
active interest in it.

rn theTi istory of  Barcrof t  school ' ,  compired by Mrs.  Mi l ton
Barcroft_Payne_(Louise Bridges payne) i;r 1940, Mrs. payne
perforrneq,a valuable servicC to the community by preseiting
her recol lect ions and those of  others in the-ar6a, as to ld-
to her. However, a study of the records of the Alexandria
county school Board frogr 1905 t,o 1925, and of Recortiod Deeds
to properties sold in'Corbett"and Bareroft from 1890 to L9Z5
reveaLs discrepaneies in dates, nanesr tining, and even reasons
for events that are important to the history-6r tne community.

Here, there is no intentlon to denigrate in any sa.y, the in-
portance of articles which _present stories of the Courmunity
fron menories since they offer invaLuable clues for research..,
This is an attenpt, however, to comect sone earry statements
and.impressions through presentation of research into Alexand-
ria/Arlington_ county court and county School Board or other
organizational records. fhese notes- present a chronologieal .rr-.
record of the founding of Barcroft, the establishnent of ttre
Bareroft school, and the founding of the Barcroft school and
civic !,e1sue., frorn authoritative Jources. The perlod covered
ends with the digcontinuance of the School helh in The Comnuni-
ty House in June L925.

The attaehed copy of research notes covers establishrnent of the
original Barcroft School in 1907, held in the home of Mrs. Amy
Fairfax, the flrst teacher. They further reveal the circum-
stances which led to rental from the Methodist Episcopal Chureh
of Barcroft by the Alexandria County School Board of the snall,
new one-roorn buildingr rtorf, The Cernndnity House, Erected in
1908 aa a Church, its use as The Bareroft School was continued
fron that date for a period of Seventeen years.

It seems evident that The Barcroft School and Civic League was
founded in those early years. Following its Incorporation in
f9I4, The Barcroft School and Civie Leasue purchaseO tne Build-
ing and continued its rental for use as a Sbhool.

Mi ldred H. Ri tchie
( Ulrs.  Don C. Ri tchie )

Decenber 15, LgBz
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